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Review of Survey activities 2006

Kai Sgrensen

Director

The Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland (GEUS)
has lived through a period of intense unrest during most of
2006. This was a consequence of the decision by the Danish
Government in 2005 to carry out a major reorganisation of
the Danish research world. The aim was to improve the qual-
ity and competitiveness of Danish universities and research
organisations (such as GEUS), by means of a fusion of uni-
versities and the merging of independent research institu-
tions with the universities. At the conclusion of this process
all but three of the major government research institutions
were merged with the universities in Arhus and Copenhagen,
and the Technical University in Lyngby. For many reasons,
one being the special tasks that GEUS is responsible for in
Greenland, the Government decided that GEUS should con-
tinue as one of these three independent national research
institutions.

This issue of Review of Survey activities (RoSa) is the
fourth published after it was decided to publish an annual
research overview illustrating the activities of GEUS in
Denmark, Greenland and other countries building on a long-
standing tradition of a Greenland review publication.
Although only approximately a third of our institution’s
turnover is related to Greenland, no less than 34 papers out
of the 73 published in the four issues of RoSa (including this
one) relate to Greenland activities. Greenland thus continues
to be a potent measure of scientific productivity at GEUS,
and it is deeply satisfying to acknowledge the dedication to
the geology of Greenland as one of the major factors that
helped secure the independence of the Survey.

Although this issue of Review of Survey activities presents
17 papers providing a panorama of the current research car-
ried out at GEUS, it illustrates only a small part of the wide
range of projects undertaken in Denmark and Greenland and
other countries in 2006. A factual overview of the activities
of GEUS as a whole can be seen on the GEUS website.

In the present volume, three papers deal with various
aspects of petroleum exploration in the Danish part of the
North Sea. One of these papers links exploration for deep

groundwater aquifers onshore Denmark with offshore petro-
leum exploration. Another paper from Denmark is devoted
to recent environmental changes during the Roman Warm
Period.

In Greenland, exploration activities for both minerals and
petroleum have reached unprecedented highs during 2006.
This is reflected by the nine papers dealing with projects
related to Greenland. Three papers are concerned with petro-
leum geological matters; two of these are a result of seismic
and provenance studies carried out by GEUS for the
Government of Greenland in preparation for the Disko West
2006 Licensing Round. The third paper presents a combina-
tion of landscape and fission track analysis to elucidate the
Cenozoic uplift of the West Greenland margin. Five papers
are related to various aspects of mineral exploration,
focussing on gold (two papers), diamonds (one paper) and
general mapping of Proterozoic and Archaean primary geo-
logical environments with special emphasis on tectonic and
mineralising events (two papers). The last article on
Greenland deals with seismic hazard assessment, a discipline
carried out at GEUS since the incorporation of the seismo-
logical service for Denmark and Greenland in 2004.

GEUS is also involved in a wide range of activities outside
its core working areas in Denmark and Greenland that are
well illustrated by the four last papers in this review. Three
papers are related to national implementation of European
legislation, such as the Water Framework Directive. The first
paper documents a circum-Baltic project on the development
of marine landscape maps, and the two following papers deal
with various aspects of groundwater management. One of
these is related to the establishment of a groundwater moni-
toring programme in Latvia, while the other deals with stake-
holder participation in adaptive and integrated water
resource management in Spain. The last paper on the
Cenozoic evolution of the Vietnamese offshore region illus-
trates how the Survey’s broad technical expertise has been put
to use in developing countries.
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